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This study investigates and evaluates the environmental potential 
and limitations in Hong Kong’s abandoned spaces under biophilic 
design patterns and practices. 

Preservation in Hong Kong, particularly environmental preservation 
and architectural preservation, shows that redevelopment projects 
place a higher value on building structure than its surrounding 
environment. This overlooks the benefits of the environment, leading 
to a lack of interaction between humans and the environment. Is 
there a way to preserve the beauty of abandoned spaces and fulfill 
the needs of redevelopment? 

The methodologies used in the study include literature and lecture
reviews, laptop research, site investigation, site visit and case
studies. Through studying the literature, the pattern and practices of
biophilic design are well designed overseas but rarely applies to
Hong Kong’s abandoned space development. Through site
investigation of 104 abandoned sites in Hong Kong, the major types
and characteristics of Hong Kong’s abandoned sites were found.
The study compared, matched and analyzed the similarity of those
characteristics and the practices of biophilic design.

The results show that there is a huge potential for abandoned
spaces to carry out biophilic designs. The characteristics of Hong
Kong’s abandoned sites will be scored by how they can achieve a
biophilic design (quality and quantity). These characteristics create
opportunities for achieving biophilic designs. A further design should
be raised to achieve the purpose of biophilic designs, e.g., the
connection between humans and nature.
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